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Analysis of the Epic Beowulf
The epic Beowulf describes the lives of characters during the Anglo- Saxon time. The setting of the poem reflects the culture of the Anglo- Saxons. However, the ideas and themes remain relevant to the contemporary audience and society at large. The poetry fascinates in the way the narrator uses language to explain nature and human activities. This paper critically discusses the poet's use of language and styles to describe reality and aspects of human life.
Language Use and Stylistic Devices
The narrator in the poem Beowulf uses language economically to create the aspect of binary existence of nature.  For instance, when the poem begins, the narrator says that "sunlight is good, cold is bad." Therefore, he or she creates to positions that contradict one another. The statement is not symbolical but rather point to a reality (Hill, Ed.) The observations of the narrator show how the poet employs vivid description to create imagery. The language appeals to universality and simplicity. It is through the two qualities that the epic acquires immediacy. Through diction, the poet captures images of nature and makes the real to the audience. For instance, the narrator speaks about weird landscapes and atmosphere (cold, grey and threatening) in which the monster Grendel haunts (Hill, Ed.). 
The cold atmosphere is terrible and holds evil. On the contrary, the narrator speaks of landscapes and atmospheres, which are full of light. In these instances, people live a happy life and death is minimal. A good example is a landscape presented in "creation song" (Hill, Ed.). The narrator also describes space by the movement made through it .A good example is when Danish retainers ride through "after tracking 'Grandel's last bloodstained retainer" (Hill, Ed.). The poet and his 'audience's Anglo- Saxon culture influences the characterization of the poem. Characters possess traits and aspirations like those of the people of Anglo- Saxon time. Beowulf appears as a legend but brags a lot of his mightiness and fame. All these aspects of life existent in the period of old English.
The culture also influenced the way the poet presented his ideas and themes. During the Anglo- Saxon time, poets, singers and writers gave their thoughts the technique of understatement and irony. In the poem, the narrator praises the heroic society and fame seems inseparable with people in the poem — however, the niceties in the society link with despair and death. For instance, the character Beowulf is overwhelmed by love for kin and this value motivates him to do goods. However, the more he tries to restructure the society, the more the nation destroys itself. Therefore his power, fame and the will to do well is understated. The technique makes the poet uniquely Anglo- Saxon composition.
The Fragility of Social Institutions
The poem Beowulf shows how human institutions are fragile, and their hopes shatter. Both men and women in the Beowulf society have the potential to do the best and gain fame. However, their work does not earn any long-lasting effect on the lives of the community members. In the storyline of the epic, all the incidences follow historical patterns of rising and fall of families and kingdoms (Chambers p. 7). Beowulf's heroic actions in war and ordinary matters concerning kinship do not change the lives of people altogether. People look upon him as their saviour and therefore, they do not bother doing any change in their lives. Society realizes their loss when Beowulf dies. In a Christian sense, the story alludes to the death of Jesus Christ, who people did famous deeds, but people never changed. They realized their sinful actions after his death. 
The kingdom and the family of Beowulf experience lose. Thus, the story of Beowulf shows that since human beings are mortal, their families and nations are bound to fall if they do not leave an able successor. Beowulf fights the dragon to save the society, but he could not keep them from their attitudes which led to their downfall. It implies that before another hero emerges and carries on with Beowulf self- mission, the society will suffer many tragedies (Chambers p. 9). Also noteworthy is the point that human life is vanity and ends tragically. For that reason, a social institution such as kingdoms, families, marriages etc. is fragile.
God and the Human Heart
The narrator of the poem keeps on reminding the audience of the mercies of the providence of God. For instance, the narrator says that God gave people wisdom and human, but "'man's courageous spirit withstood him. The Lord God ruled over all men as he now yet does"(Hill, Ed.). The power of God manifests in the lives of characters Beowulf and Hrothgar. The value of generosity and sympathy for the lives of people embraced by Beowulf is a blessing to many. For instance, he sympathizes with the older man mourning his 'son's death and the girl experiencing apolitical marriage. Through generosity, Beowulf attacks 'society's evil deeds objectively during the war between Swedes and Greats (Hill, Ed.). 
The character Hrothgar evaluates the nature of the human heart of bearing evil and sorrow. Hrothgar life riddles through triumph and disaster. The narratives attached to the main story of Beowulf carry the sense of universality and continuity in difficulties that face the characters. The character Beowulf acts as if he is God- sent (Chambers p. 11). In a religious perspective, God does not forsake his people in the times of problem. He will change the hearts of a few people, give them power and wisdom to rule over others. When Beowulf dies, people look upon him as a saint. They come to realize the great deeds he did to them. Characters like Hrothgar have a changed heart and bless the lives of others. In short, Gods rules over men through fellow men.
In conclusion, the epic Beowulf explores different aspects of life which contemporary social practices. The fighting between kingdoms exists up to date, and they live behind evil and sorrow — the world mothers heroes who defend society against the brutal deeds of monsters. Therefore, the Poem Beowulf is relevant to the teaching of moral lessons to contemporary society.
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